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Born in Ottawa, Frank Horvat now lives by the lake in 
Toronto with his wife/manager Lisa Horvat. Frank is an 
Associate Composer at the Canadian Music Centre and a 
member of the Canadian League of Composers. He is 
passionate about social issues related to human rights and 
the environment. Learn about his album, For Those Who 
Died Trying at frankhorvat.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FRANK HORVAT 
For Those Who Died Trying  

NEW RELEASE– NOVEMBER 16, 2018
 MIVOS QUARTET   

ATMA Classique presents For Those Who Died Trying, the world 
premiere recording of The Thailand HRDs, an epic 35-movement 
string quartet by critically-acclaimed Canadian composer Frank 
Horvat performed by the Mivos Quartet. The first public 
performance of The Thailand HRDs took place earlier this year in 
Toronto’s Mount Pleasant Cemetery.  
 
Each movement is inspired by the narrative behind Luke 
Duggleby’s photo essay For Those Who Died Trying, which pays 
homage to the 35 human rights defenders in Thailand who were 
killed trying to stop powerful interests bent on destroying their 
community’s environment. 
 
Following Buddhist tradition, Duggleby traveled across Thailand 
placing a portrait of each human rights defender at the place where 
they were murdered or went missing. Horvat used only the musical 
pitches/letters found in each victim’s name, weaving their unique 
musical DNA into every movement of The Thailand HRDs.  
 
“I’m grateful that so many wonderful partners randomly gathered 
from every corner of the planet to make the album, For Those Who 
Died Trying, a reality. I hope the music touches the hearts of 
listeners but also motivates them to delve deeper into making the 
world a better place for everyone,” said Frank Horvat.  
 
Frank Horvat’s music offers listeners the time and space to reflect 
in today’s fast-paced world. His compositions tell deeply personal 
stories while permitting audiences to ponder their own. Whether he 
writes for his band, the concert stage or film/TV, his music is both 
aggressive and introspective.  
 
The New York City-based Mivos Quartet, an "accomplished, 
admirably broad-minded young string quartet" (New York Times), is 
devoted to performing the works of contemporary composers, and to 
presenting new music to diverse audiences. Since its inception, the 
quartet has collaborated closely with an ever-expanding cadre of 
international composers.  

 
For Those Who Died Trying will be available from Nov.16, 2018 
www.atmaclassique.com 
Media Contact: Luisa Trisi (416) 456 0499 | ltrisi@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

  


